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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 


sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. W 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both 


E BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 


th communism 


democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the 


highest service to patriotism and to God. 





Science & Humanities 


Educators in the scientific fields 
are now recognizing that America’s 
cultural and civil life is endangered 
by lack of cultural and spiritual de- 
velopment of our scientific leaders. 
Hence, the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology is now emphasizing 
courses in sociology, psychology 
and philosophy. The president of 
M. I. T. also urges a greater rec- 
ognition for the need for spiritual 
growth in the development of a 
scientist. To this end, he reported 
that M.I. T. is building a small de- 
votional chapel to stand “as a sym- 
bol of the place of the spirit in the 
life of the mind and as a physical 
statement of the fact that M.I.T. 
has a right and a responsibility to 
deal with ideals as well as with 
ideas and to be concerned with the 
search for virtue while we become 
proficient in the search for other 
things.” 

This small chapel may be more 
symbolic than M.I.T. probably re- 
alizes: a small room of worship — 
lost in the towering structures of 
scientific research and_ perhaps 
empty day and night. 

EDUCATION’S MORAL 
FOUNDATIONS: Many large cor- 
porations are rediscovering the val- 
ue of the small colleges, especially 
the church-sponsored institutions 
which stress the moral foundations 
of every profession. Because of the 
present tax situation, few wealthy 
men have sufficient surplus to re- 
peat past large gifts, and many 
small colleges are in danger of clos- 
ing. A group of business men and 
educators, working through a non- 
profit corporation supported by 
four foundations, is now working 
to provide a channel for industrial 
contributions to educational institu- 
tions. The Council for Financial 
Aid, 6 E. 45th St., N.Y.C., serves 
as a central agency for exchange of 
information as to needs of educa- 
tional institutions and methods for 
industry to help meet them. 


ENSE OF DIRECTION: A business man wrote recently, “I can’t say 

I have always agreed with Between The Lines. Ilow can one always 
agree when your reports are frequently so different from versions we 
read elsewhere? But as I look back through the years I must say that the 
things which were the hardest to accept at the time have proved 100 per 
cent right in the long run, and my thinking has been guided by this re- 
markable sense of direction. I take a good many publications and one or 
two other newsletters which cost many times more than BTL, but none of 
them have that. It probably takes more courage and insight than the 
average business and political analyst has, or dares to use. Here is my 
check for $3. to keep BTL rolling my way for two more years. That’s a 
very small amount to pay for such an excellent guide over such a long 
journey.” 


X-Ray and Forecast 


OUBLE-CROSSING THEMSELVES: The American Legion recently 

suppressed a favorable report on UNESCO by a special commitee 
which was headed by former National Commander Ray Murphy. The 
study was made by Murphy and 5 leading Legionnaires after the Legion 
Executive Board had denounced the UN educational organization as com- 
munistic and subversive. But Murphy’s committee reported to the Exec- 
utive Committee that: The Legion had been taken in by trumped-up re- 
ports released chiefly by the American Flag Committee; that “The public 
misunderstanding of UNESCO may be attributed largely to the fact that 
few people know what UNESCO is all about.” Murphy’s committee ad- 
vocated that the Legion join the U.S. National Commission for UNESCO. 
But both the reports and the recommendation were kept quiet at the 
recent Legion convention. 


This is an example of what happened in many so-called patriotic 
organizations when they become monopolized by fanatically conservative 
groups who ci at facts and honesty to the winds, accepting statements from 
the most irresponsible sources, providing these statements support their 
rabid opposition to all international cooperation. Sometimes they double- 
cross themselves by becoming democratic for a change, and permit 
reasonable inquiries, but if the results don’t rubber-stamp their blindly 
reactionary views, they suppress truth with a skill and speed that would 
make the Politburo envious. This is not patriotism but betrayal. 


HALLENGE TO TRUE PATRIOTISM: When he casually admitted 
that he once possessed “hundreds of FBI reports,” Alfred Kohl- 
berg, alleged leader of the China Lobby, intended to help McCarthy by 
indicating that the use of FBI documents was not unusual. Instead, he 
has aroused many legislators who had previously been noncommittal about 
McCarthy. For this issue reveals a dangerous irresponsibility in handling 
important documents. If it is simple to get possession of unclassified and 
unchecked data that the FBI gathers in making inquiries, we are leaving 
the door open to the most vicious kind of tyranny that could arise in days 
of crisis. Such data can be used to terrorize all who arise to speak out 
to defend our country’s freedom. This is exactly the technique that was 
used by Hitler and Mussolini. 
We believe there are enough men of honesty and courage in Con- 
gress to correct this menacing situation; if not, we are far along the way 
to democracy’s blackout. This is the core of the McCarthy censure issue, 


though the more ultraconservative newspapers try to cover it up. 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Revolution Unwinding 


In Russia 

Information from many quarters 
now confirms our earlier reports 
that far-reaching changes are tak- 
ing plaee in Russia. When Stalin 
died, Between The Lines reviewed 
the great turmoil in the varied dark 
levels of Russia’s political life — 
turmoil indicated by all the sources 
available to us at that time. We 
suggested that our readers follow 
the pivotal struggle between the So- 
viet army and the Soviet political 
police, naming, as the men to watch 
—NMarshal Zhukov, Gens. Sokolov- 
sky and Russokovsky.(BTL, Oct. 15; 
Dec. 15, ’53). The accuracy of our 
sources has been attested by recent 
voluminous reports appearing in 
London, Paris and Vienna papers, 
and by the authoritative articles by 
Harrison E. Salisbury, for nearly 
six years chief of the Moscow Bu- 
reau of the N. Y. Times, who has 
recently returned home after trav- 
eling more extensively over Russia 
than any other Westerner in years. 

CIVIL WAR AVERTED: Not 
oly is the Russian army now gen- 
erfilly conceded to have a strong 
hand in the direction of affairs in 
Mbscow, but the death of Beria, 
chief of MVD, the great political 
police, resulted from the effort of 
Beria’s MVD to seize control of the 
strategic Soviet centers of power — 
Moscow and Leningrad — at the 
time of Stalin’s death. Hundreds of 
MVD tanks and thousands of 
MVD troops swarmed into Mos- 
cow the day Stalin died— and with 
such dispatch and precision as to 
indicate long and meticulous plan- 
ning. Meanwhile large forces of the 
Soviet national army under Mar- 
shal Zhukov were already dispers- 
ed within the city, and beyond were 
large army bases with masses of 
artillery and tanks. No one yet un- 
derstands these maneuvers fully, 
but the U. S. S. R. was for several 
hours on the verge of an explosive 


and bloody civil war — with both 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Revolution Unwinding 
(continued) 

Moscow and Leningrad controlled 
by the MVD police, yet surrounded 
by the far more formidable armor 
of the Russian national forces un- 
der Zhukov and his staff. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Salisbury’s observations, 
the scales of power were slowly 
tilted (though details of how this 
evolved may never be known). Dur- 
ing tense silent hours, army officers 
within the Kremlin found their po- 
sitions sufficiently secure to walk 
in on Beria and place him in the 
Lubyanka prison, there to be shot. 

AS STALIN DIED: Even more 
sinister and fantastic are the events 
leading up to Stalin’s death. Mr. 
Salisbury and other observers re- 
cently returned from Russia now 
speak freely of the widespread be- 
lief that Stalin may not have died 
from natural causes but was assas- 
sinated by those closest to hinn— 
on the eve of what would have been 
the bloodiest purge since the 
scourge of Ivan the Terrible. Four 
known facts support this view: 
(1) Stalin was known to be obsessed 
with the theme of longevity and 
prolonged vitality in old age, joked 
and talked much about Russians 
who lived to be over 100 years of 
age, associated often with doctors 
and scientists devoted to studies in 
longevity. (2) At the Nineteenth In- 
ternational Communist Congress 
(the first to be held in 10 years, 
though originally scheduled annual- 
ly), it was expected that the old 
chief would let the spotlight fall 
upon his successor, that he would 
use the Congress as a means of es- 
tablishing himself as a great sym- 
bolic historical figure, befitting a 
master of many years whose 
strength was now declining. But, to 
the contrary, Stalin crowded all 
others into the background, care- 
fully directed a build-up of himself 
as the continuing popular leader of 
the people. (3) Shortly before his 
death Stalin was interviewed by sev- 
eral foreign notables who reported 
him to be vigorous and apparently 
in excellent health. (4) The wave of 
skillfully planned arrests and exe- 
cutions of Jews, prominent in So- 
viet provincial affairs, was climax- 
ed just before Stalin died by the ar- 
rest of 9 doctors, 6 of them Jews, 
who were accused of plotting 
against the lives of the highest 
figures in the Politburo. Since most 
European Jews invariably have in- 
ternational ties, blood purges in 
European history have often been 


inaugurated by attacks against 
Jews as “international plotters 
against the  state’—but such 


purges would soon reveal their true 
intent when, after the first onslaught, 
most of the victims were non-Jews. 

BLOOD PURGE PREVENTED: 
The sequence of events was signifi- 
cant. (1) Stalin had slaughtered thou- 


sands to consolidate his power dur- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


REATH-TAKING RACE TRANSITIONS: The world is experi- 

encing swift and far-reaching transitions in racial attitudes. The U.S. 
and Africa are the two focal centers of change, for the issue of racial dom- 
ination was settled in massive Asia with the thunderous roll-back of white 
armies in Korea in 1950 and in Indochina this last spring. The West con- 
tinues to pretend it isn’t so, but global white supremacy ended with these 
two events, communism unfortunately being the instrumentality of liber- 


_ ation for the people of color when all other efforts had failed. 


IN AFRICA AND THE USS. the white man is still dominant and 
a billion and a half colored peoples are watching the trends in these areas, 
wondering what future attitudes will be now that the white man no longer 
stands a-straddle the world. Will he use his technological advantages, his 
armed power, to reassert his dominance, like Pharaoh, hardening his 
heart and refusing to let Israel go? Or will the white man reveal a desire 
for cooperation and brotherhood, sharing his privileges and good fortune 
to build a better world? 

A YEAR OF MIRACLES: Only a year ago, demagogues were 
shouting that there would be bloodshed and rebellion if the U.S. Supreme 
Court declared segregation unconstitutional. Today desegregation in public 
education — important because race attitudes are largely fixed in child- 
hood — is moving forward in an orderly manner and for the most part 
in good spirit. The few instances of violence or near violence played up 
in the press convey a wrong impression. Only 4 states out of the 48 flaunt 
the banner of white supremacy. Even there, — in Mississippi, Alabama, 
Georgia and South Carolina — the majority of the people are giving calm 
study to the problem of eventually ending segregation, although on the 
surface the local politicians are using the prejudices and emotions of the 
moment to advance their political fortunes, just as some of our political 
primitives on the national scene play upon the fear of communism. 

EVASION: In Mississippi and Georgia the Legislatures have re- 
cently voted to amend their state constitutions to permit the public schools 
to be leased or given to private operators, on the theory that the court has 
no jurisdiction over admission to “private” schools, thus segregation can 
be maintained. However, these amendments must be submitted to the 
voters of the two states. In Alabama, a legislative committee has recom- 
mended that the state eliminate the compulsory school provision from its 
constitution. In South Carolina this was done in 1952. In Louisiana plans 
are being made to invoke police powers to maintain the “good morals 
and general welfare” of its citizens by segregating white and Negro chil- 
dren in the grade schools. 

BUT KEEP IN MIND that in these states the Negro population is 
equal to and sometimes exceeds that of the whites, that many of the 
Negroes still live in conditions littke advanced beyond the huts of Africa. 
A leading Southern educator writes your editor “Advance in education 
itself is far more imperative right now for us here than desegregation — 
an advance that must precede successful desegregation.” This is an impor- 
tant angle that has been overlooked. Not only must Negro children be pre- 
pared to keep pace with curricula now prevailing in the better equipped 
white schools (some can already, but many cannot), but both races, es- 
pecially the white youth, need education in the facts of race, the absolute 
truth which all science emphatically proclaims and no voice in science 
denies — that in blood, bone and brain, we are absolutely ithe same, that 
all surface and apparent differences are the product of environment. These 
facts are rarely heard in Southern classrooms below college level, and 
seldom there. (We heard recently of a wealthy white citizen who was in- 
dignant over the desegregation outlook and left his fortune to the public 
schools under the condition that all should go for white education, with 
not one penny for Negro schools. The chairman of the school board in 
reading the will, apologized meekly for the situation to the one colored 
member of the board. The elderly Negro educator spoke reassuringly 
“That’s all right, Mr. Chairman, for if there’s one thing we colored folks 
need in this town, it’s educated white folks — that’s what we need.”) 

THE SUPREME COURT, in rendering its opinion, asked for the 
end of segregation in terms of fairness and democratic Christian justice, 
the Court declaring that the spirit of the law and the spirit in which the 
law is observed were equally as important as the law itself. When the 
Court hands down its awaited interpretation on methods and manners in 
which the law is to be enforced, Washington legal circles forecast that 
charity and understanding will again characterize the Court’s instructions, 
though the firmness of the law will be beyond dispute. 

IN ALMOST ALL INSTANCES where desegregation has been 
instituted this fall, school authorities, teachers and police have acted with 
inspiring restraint and patience. There have been many instances of mag- 
nificent courage and foresight on the part of teachers and school principals 
when other adults have tried to stir up student action. 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Revolution Unwinding 
(continued) 
ing the great purge of the 1930's 
accompanied by strong overtones of 
anti-Semitism. (2) His determina. 
tion not to retire was being cau- 
tiously resisted by many who were 
wearied and sickened by his con- 
tinued oppressive—often sadistic— 
measures. (3) The liquidations of 
prominent Jewish Soviet officials 
convinced those around Stalin that 
another general purge was immi- 
nent—-a purge that might spare 
no one. (4) Suddenly it was an- 
nounced that Stalin had “suffered a 
slight stroke” and four days later 
came the news that he was near 
death from another stroke—“a mas- 
sive cerebral hemorrhage,” an offi- 
cial statement almost identical to 
that issued at the death of Roosevelt. 
TENSIONS CONTINUE: The 
tensions within the Politburo did 
not end with Beria’s liquidation. 
Since Beria was part Jewish, it was 
believed likely that he had shared 
in the plot to remove Stalin but used 
that moment of opportunity to con- 
solidate his own uneasy position be- 
tween the Malenkov-Molotov-Kru- 
shev clique and the army bloc un- 
der Zhukov. Even as the Malenkov 
group joined forces with the army 
to separate Beria from his powerful 
MVD battalions, which made him 
such a threat to any party combina- 
tion — the intrigue, the stress and 
strain within the Kremlin walls did 
not end. Russia is still ruled by an 
uneasy combination of power. 
Wherever the balance of power 
may rest, it is obvious that the So- 
viet masters are trying to uncoil the 
cruel tight lines that Stalin held 
around the people of Russia. The 
impression seems general that Mal- 
enkov is skillful, pleasant-mannered 
and an able executive who seeks 
to “humanize” the party dictator- 
ship, to win more popular support. 
PRIVATE HOMES: Another 
brick is being pulled out of the 
weakening wall of collectivism 
which the Soviet has tried to build 
since the early days of the Bolshe- 
vik regime. The current drive to 
“sell” the Russian public on the idea 
of 4-room private houses, financed 
with long-term Government loans, 
marks the full reversal of the col- 
lectivist trend. In the early days of 
the Communist experiment, the 
Government concentrated on build- 
ing great apartment buildings with 
communal kitchens and communal 
nurseries, which tended to destroy 
family life, but public resistance 
mounting through the years has 
forced them now to build apart- 
ments in family-size units. Mean- 
while, it has been possible, though 
not encouraged, for private citizens 
to build their own homes, but this 
has not been publicized widely un- 
til recently when a front-page illus- 
trated article in Izvestia actually ap- 


pears to be drumming up interest in 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Revolution Unwinding 
4 * (continued) 
‘home-owning. 
) The article describes a boom in 
pbuilding of dachas, or small coun- 
iry houses on the edge of Moscow, 
and in other districts, and states 





‘that many workers in state farm and 


tractor stations are acquiring pri- 
jyate homes, especially those who 
jhave gone out from the cities to 
farm virgin territories. The pres- 


lent building program represents 


jan increase of more than 33 per 





‘cent over the previous rate of 

building of private dwellings — 
‘with 200,000 private homes now 
junder construction. Most are of 
wood or stone — many are prefabri- 
cated; recent visitors to Russia de- 
scribe them as standing in pleasant 
gardens and orchards. This all 
means that the Soviet is steering 
back towards private ownership. 

WOMEN: In still another area, 
Russia has swung from one extreme 
to the other — then back to a mid- 
dle position. Soon after the revolu- 
tion, abortions were legalized, even 
encouraged, and were performed in 
state medical clinics everywhere — 
on request. This was part of the 
early emphasis on the new freedom 
for Russian women. Then in 1936 
a new law put criminal responsibil- 
ity on women who had abortions 
(except when life would be en- 
dangered otherwise); the penalties 
were also severe for those who as- 
sisted her—up to three years in 
corrective labor camps. Now this 
law has been revised to relieve 
women of criminal responsibility 
for abortions and to permit physi- 
cians and clinics more latitude in 
recommending them. The criminal 
responsibility for illegal abortions 
still stands however. 

FASHIONS: Our press generally 
has made fun of the photographs 
of Russian fashion models because 
they are not the elongated emaciat- 
ed types chosen to show clothes in 
New York or Paris. Youthful 
clothes in the Russian fashion 
shows are shown on handsome but 
sturdy young women, while the ma- 
ture fashions are modeled by digni- 
fied full-figured matrons. The 
clothes themselves are simple, un- 
pretentious, not very exciting but 
decidedly wearable, and, in addi- 
tion to suits and dresses, the shows 
often feature overalls also. 

EDUCATION: The Russians are 
relying on education to produce a 
“new Soviet man” who will trans- 
form the present transition period 
into a paradise of communism. 
INS correspondent Charles Klensch 
describes the Soviet educational sys- 
tem under which all children in the 
U.S.S.R. are required by law to 
complete 7 vears of grade school. 
In the cities this is extended through 
a 3-year high school course. The 
goal is a 10-year compulsory school 


program throughout Russia, but 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


Communism has won half the world through its drive against white 
supremacy. Out of our Christian heritage, the U.S. has given an answer 
to communism and to the question — What next after white supremacy? 


IRACLE IN AFRICA: In our last issue we reported that a leading 

figure of the white supremacy Malan Government of South Africa 
had published a book advising South African whites with surprising frank- 
ness that the days of Negro servitude were rapidly closing, that whites 
must become accustomed to manual labor and that the Negro was capable 
of achieving a civilization equal to white civilizations. 

AFRICAN CHURCH SPEAKS: The white supremacy prime 
minister of South Africa, Dr. Daniel F. Malan, who recently announced 
retirement but whose influence will continue to be paramount, is an or- 
dained minister in the Dutch Reformed Church which is the dominant 
church of South Africa. This church has rigidly upheld the principle of 
white supremacy in church and state. But the Dutch Reformed Church 
is now calling a conference this December between all leading white and 
Negro churchmen to discuss “an agreement among the races in the spirit of 
Christian truth.” All denominations will be represented at the conference. 
Negro pastors will be fully accredited as delegates along with whites. This 
is the first time in South African history that the whole body of both 
Negro and white churches has been brought together. The churches have 
far more influence in political and social life in South Africa than in 
Europe or North America. 

The deepening tensions, increasing hatreds, frequent outbreaks of 
violence and resulting terror movements, such as the Mau Mau, have 
prompted many forecasts that Africa would be the next great crucible of 
Communist infiltration and conflict in the world. Indeed, the Reds have 
been moving in rapidly during past months. But this new awakening within 
the spiritual life of Africa rings out with great hope. Marxism has never 
made gains except where the spiritual agencies had failed. 


OEXISTENCE IN SWEDEN: Campaigning politicians often make a 

big point of condemning all thought of coexistence with the Commu- 
nist states. All avenues of agreement with Russia are denounced, with 
armed might emphasized as the only remaining answer. 

BUT HERE IS NEWS from the last election in Sweden: the 
agrarian socialist coalition, which has kept Sweden free and prosperous for 
many years while “coexisting” hard by Russia, was returned to power 
by a good majority. The Communists, who are granted every privilege of 
campaigning freely in Sweden, even around the polling places, took an- 
other drop, only garnering a scant 3.9 per cent of the votes! (Over 37 per 


cent voted Communist in the last Italian election.) 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Revolution Unwinding 


(continued) 
that won’t be achieved till the short- 
age of buildings and teachers is 
overcome. The outstanding students 
are given higher education, and 
they are paid for going to univer- 
sities and provided with excellent 
accommodations — much better 
than most Soviet citizens. The new 
32 story Moscow University sky- 
scraper accepts only top high school 
graduates on a highly competitive 
basis for 5-year courses of training 
in medicine, law, engineering and 
other professions. These students 
must maintain high averages, so 
they work hard. Among their extra- 
curricular activities, concerts and 
chess tournaments attract more in- 
terest than their athletic contests. 

DRUNKENNESS: In the general 
price reductions inaugurated after 
Stalin’s death, the cost of vodka 
was ‘cut too, and this has been in 
part responsible for the serious in- 
crease in drunkenness. The wide 
relaxation of controls and terror- 
ism has also played its part. But 
now the Government has begun a 
temperance crusade, emphasizing 
that alcohol is an old capitalist de- 
vice to deaden the senses of the 
workers and make them easy prey 
to exploitation. Billboards read 
“Alcoholism — A Survival of the 
Past.” Scientists and doctors write 
articles for the newspapers and 
magazines on the disintegrating ef- 
fects of alcohol on the body. Many 
drinking places and sidewalk vodka 
stands have been closed. 

But drunks continue to be a 
common sight on the streets at 
night, drunken brawls are frequent. 
The situation is bad in Moscow, 
worse in the provinces and even in 
the rural areas. Boredom, lack of 
amusements is often given as a 
cause. In the farm communities, 
the drinking is more often concen- 
trated on the many festival occa- 
sions — a saint’s day, a wedding or 
sorge other celebration. An Ameri- 
can observer reported that at one 
suc celebration in a farm area he 
saw scarcely any sober men, and 
that many of the women and girls 
were drunk too. The seriousness of 
the problem of drunkenness is re- 
flected in the publicity being given 
to it— with publication of photo- 
graphs of drunken boys and girls. 

The situation today is in marked 
contrast to that existing in the ear- 
lier years of the Red regime when 
prohibition was strictly enforced. 

CRIME AND GRAFT have 
likewise increased, particularly in 
connection with padding of produc- 
tion figures which distort statistics. 
There are many frauds practiced, 
as well as crimes of violence, and 
for the first time in Russian history, 
there’s a death penalty for murder. 
(To be continued; In our next issue 
we will review the revitalization of 
religion in Russia today.) 








Tyranny of Oil 


One of the major threats to de- 
mocracy today arises out of the 
concentration of great wealth in the 
hands of a few oil multi-millionaires 
who are the beneficiaries of the tax 
depletion allowance — one of the 
most unjust tax situations this 
country has ever known. Because 
the oil tvcoons can readily make or 
break the careers of politicians, 
they have been able to perpetuate 
this tax legislation which puts them 
in a highly favored position denied 
all other taxpayers. 

This depletion allowance is theo- 
retically intended to compensate oil 
men for the decrease in “property 
value” as they pump oil out of the 
ground, and to provide them with 
funds for the exploration of new 
oil deposits. But this law was estab- 
lished when the oil companies 
were able to convince Congress that 
the country’s oil resources were rap- 
idly being used up and that the tax 
favor was necessary to enable the 
oil men to redouble their efforts to 
find new fields. But the oil reserves 
proved to be grossly underestimat- 
ed and today there are few if any 
oil men who do not have their port- 
folios full of leases covering fields 
where oil is known to exist — but 
which cannot be developed for 
years because of over-abundance. 

Yet oil men still benefit from the 
depletion law which pours millions 
of tax-free surplus dollars into their 
laps such as no other business men 
in America are able to garner. With 
these surplus millions, the oil men 
have been able to bring pressure on 
legislation on both state and nation- 
al levels to favor the backward, re- 
actionary causes they espouse. Their 
money has elected many candidates 
and defeated others. Much of Sen. 
McCarthy’s financial support has 
come from such sources. Right now 
oil money is flowing into Minnesota 
in an attempt to undercut liberal 
Democrat Sen. Humphrey’s support 
among farmers and labor groups. 

The oil barons finance radio ind 
TV programs, such as Facts Forum 
and others like it, which purport to 
inform the public on current issues 
but are usually so slanted that sev- 
eral leading congressmen have 
threatened investigations. Even a 
Republican, Sen. Williams of Dela- 
ware, has protested at the way tax 
money is thus being filtered off by 
oil corporations and used to influ- 
ence public opinion in unwhole- 
some and undemocratic ways. Oth- 
ers in Congress are concerned over 
the fact that these tax millions are 
creating a sanctuary for concen- 
trating financial and political power 
which is frequently used against the 
public interest. It is quite possible 
that the next session of Congress 
will see a gathering effort to change 
the depletion law so that oil will not 
rule America. 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


All Scandinavian countries are close to Russia and have success- 
fully “coexisted” with communism for 35 years — with communism con- 
stantly losing ground! A Swedish official in Stockholm once explained to 
your editor, “We Swedes despise communism. But we can’t change our 
geography and, like others, must live by trade. So we remind ourselves 
that only 3 per cent of Russia’s 200 millions are Communists. Dealing 
through their Government is like piping water — the water gets through, 
even if it does sometimes taste of the pipe.” 

ENGLISHMEN FACE COEXISTENCE and accept it — and that 
includes the Conservative British business circles. Churchill speaks ear- 
nestly of “learning to live with people in spite of their unsavory govern- 
ments.” A large portion of America’s press and radio have shamefully 
distorted Britain’s attitude toward China and Russia. 

THE BRITISH BUSINESS WORLD loathes communism but, 
with a longer view of history than so many of the provincial and immature 
minds that speak for America, believes that no political fanaticism can 
withstand the immense pressures among all people for bettering their ex- 
istence through the exchange of goods and services — one of man’s deep- 
est, most natural desires. Thus the British are determined to reach over, 
through and under the ever changing political partitions that divide men, 
and to do all possible to further normal commercial relationship with the 
Russian and Chinese peoples. And the bread and butter of almost 
every English family depends upon trade — including trade with Asia. 

THE BRITISH ISLES WERE SHAKEN by the observations and 
reports of former Prime Minister Attlee and his party who visited Russia 
and China recently, accompanied by many British newsmen — both Lib- 
erals and Conservatives. The reports varied little: that time is catching up 
on communism in Russia, that the Moscow dictators are having to face 
the inexorable economic laws governing supply and demand, incentive and 
production, that prosperity cannot come without recognition of human 
rights. The Chinese revolution, violent and oppressive as it is, is rapidly 
having to bend itself to the 4000 years of China’s cultural and democratic 
traditions — something, incidentally, which Russia doesn’t have. China is 
now a full and equal power in relations with Russia — is positively not a 
satellite. Although there is much distrust of Russia and Russians in China, 
a blockade from the rest of the world forces China into dependency up- 
on Russia in many respects, a situation British business leaders believe 
could be reversed with a little vision and skill on the part of the West. 

The strongest and most influential political and business circles in 
England are rapidly coming around to the view that something much big- 
ger is happening in China than a Moscow-promoted Red revolution, that 
4000 years of antiquity and silken culture, great in its day but now mori- 
bund, are being shaken off by 500 million people in one generation, in order 
to catch up with today’s modern technological civilization. This cannot be 
done without an awful wrenching, much bloodshed and oppression, but to 
lose sight of what comes next — an awakened, expanding, modernized 
Asia, with China and India the axles upon which the future turns — is to 
court disaster. 


APAN NEXT? The visit of Tokyo’s Prime Minister Yoshida is not a 

polite diplomatic social call as portrayed in the press. It is the last call 
before a possible blackout. American-sponsored Japanese statesmen are 
understandably making a display of their rejection of Russian and Japan- 
ese overtures, but this is the gesture of a man on a sinking ship giving one 
last solicitous gesture towards a receding lifeboat before he strikes out to 
swim towards an invisible shore. Japan’s situation is that precarious. 


The comparatively luxurious living and jaunty spendthrift habits 
of thousands of GI’s and their families in Japan have created standards of 
living, fashions and tastes, even attitudes in business, among the present 
generation of Japanese that are far beyond what can be sustained by 
Japan’s terribly limited resources. Now U.S. dollar expenditures are dwin- 
dling; Japan’s exports are down two-thirds because Japanese trade is bar- 
red from her natural continental markets in China, and also largely barred 
from the West by our tariff barriers. Financial authorities are warning 
that there isn’t a bank in all of Japan that is solvent, that dollar reserves 
are almost gone and Tokyo still owes billions. 


So one of three things must happen: either 160 million Americans 
must continue to support 80 million Japanese, which we can’t do, or the 
West must be opened to a great increase of Japanese goods which Amer- 
ican manufacturers simply will not permit. The only other alternative is 
to help all of Asia ——- including China — return to normal trade relation- 
ships, which will give Japan a chance to survive under its own initiative — 
or Japan will be driven in desperation to deal with a Red China dependent 
on Russia and both pulled closer into the Russian orbit — against the 


will of each. 
Qt Aces 


What You Can Do 


Alcoholism has become rampant 
over the U.S., is largely responsible 
for increases in crime, divorce mat 
juvenile delinquency. The liquor in- 
dustry is so powerful at national 
levels, that many citizens feel help. 
less to check its depredations on the 
character of our nation. But groups 
of private citizens working through 
church or other organizations at 
the local community levels can 
check this enemy within our bor- 
ders. Concerned citizens in Illinois, 
for example, are using their ballot 
to curb the liquor menace — even 
around Chicago where alcoholism — 
and crime have long been domi- 
nant. One-third of the state has vot- 
ed dry within the past 21 years since 
repeal — including 136 precincts in 
Chicago. And in the current elec- 
tion, voters will ballot on drying up 
other areas. The move is being 
fought by such trade newspapers as 
Tavern Keeper, but supported by 
civic organizations, churches and 
the Temperance League of Illinois. 

The laws in most states provide 
for local option on the liquor ques- 
tion. What is your community do- 
ing to put this to a vote? 

GOVERNMENT PAMPHLETS: 
A favorite sport of conservative 
newspapers during the Roosevelt 
and Truman Administrations was 
the deprecation of Government 
pamphlets and information services 
which were ridiculed as boondog- 
gling and welfarism. But actually 
both business and industry rely on 
Government compilations of statis- 
tics and other tabulations of facts. 
And the public depends on these 
pamphlets for useful and objective 
information. This demand for Gov- 
ernment publications has continued 
unabated through the GOP regime. 

The top best seller from the Gov- 
ernment Printing Office is “Infant 
Care” with 9,179,509 copies sold 
at 20¢ each; next comes “Prenatal 
Care,” then “The Child from One 
to Six.” The fourth in this series 
“The Child from Six to Twelve” is 
also a fine seller — but lags behind 
“Survival Under Atomic Attack” 
and “Your Federal Income Tax.” 

BRITISH TOLERANCE: The 6 
young Russians who have _ been 
touring Britain with 6 young Eng- 
lish Quakers have enjoyed warm 
hospitality in many British com- 
munities and homes, and the Brit- 
ish press has reported the tour fully 
and without prejudice. The young 
Russians joined freely in many 
question - and- answer discussion 
groups and in social events, visited 
Quaker work camps, British univer- 
sities and industries. They were 
particularly interested in standards 
of living, conditions of work, op- 
portunities for young people. 

At the present state of American 
intolerance, could these young Rus- 
sians visit in your community free- 
ly and be courteously received? 
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